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There was & tad dvcaght, as the Government proclalned, espesially in the southern
oblagtts of Nikclaev, Tambov, Dnepropetrovek, and in Moldavia, In additiom, the
Government scught to re-establish war reserves of grain e Ministry of
Food Reserves, end kept these efforts up through 1950, Notes A two-
year level of State graln reserves Lad been bullt up by 194 The sombined effect
of drought, State levies, German ccoupation; and wartime sonditions reduced the
Farmers of the onee-presperous Ukraine to extirems want. In 1947 the maximum pay=
ment for & 1lsbor dey wes 1,5 kilograme of grain == insuffislent to malateln 1ife,
Ths Govermment tock grein from my ferm In 194647 on the tasis of plamned hervesis,

not satual ones. There was such hunger in the winter thet the State did provide

& 1ittle buskwhess and barley to prevent deaths from gtarvation. Nevertheless 6

those years were hard on the invallds and old people. Where there shoald be 5
million in the Ukwairns, there are only 35 million today. War, deportabicns and
sxsoutions bave taken heavy tollsj the numbaér of deaths through Government-induced
stervation of the popiletion of the Ukraine is harder to sompute.
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This plan is deslgnsd, say the Soviets, to equalize the payment for a labor day on
blg and 1ittle farma. Actually,-they give all workers whet they would sarn on

the -emaller, less efficient farms., Life, which used %o be full of zest, is being
1ived mechanisally in the Ukrains,

When an "intellectual” sddresses the simple people ythey start to mosk him, and -
then the effect of what he says is entirely lost. A typical story tells of A
grandmother who asked the grandfather what Le had heard in the open-air leetuse
he had had to attend on the farm, on Dialsctical Materialism. The paid political

- worker en the farm hed said that Marx took the graln of’ Hegel's philosophy and

threw away the husks. Said the grandfather to his wife, "They caught some fellow
named Merx stealing grain. He ig liable to get 15 years at forced labor, I reck-

_ on." This iz typlesl of the amount of attention people pay to Party ideology. -/
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They have had such a hard time staying alive and warm and dry that they are almost
50Xx1 exelusively uwaterialists, and should be approached in simple, everyday prastical 50X1
terms concerning what happens to them.
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The farmers weuld be the best fighters, but practically all elements of the popula-
tion would resist == workers, Fastory School (FZO) workers, and even some in the 50xq
bureavorasy who have ologe tles with the pecple and work on their behalf.

6o

If the well-dispcsed cffiolals are at the sollectlve farm level, the ccllective farms
ere will kmow them; farm chairmen will kmow those whe ars sympathetls an tte rayon
level, and so on up. The same plain arguments about the lot of the people which are
addressed tc simple folk will count with the sympathetio bureaucrats, and the bureau-
erets can best be reashed through their relatives or frlends on farms,
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Networks of asquaintenses oould be built up in time of peace, They can 1nerease in
prestige and strength by passive non-gcoperation and small asts of registanss in time
— of pease, I knew of a farm cn whish the membters warned their chairmarn that he had
better Leave them enough grain to carry them through the winter when he psid the
Stats, or bhere would be trouble., The Chalrman met his plan qucta in full., The
militiama.n guarding the delivery was killed and muoh of the grain disappesred, There
were no consequences. Underground organizations would grow faster if they had the
1des thet there were organizaetions outside the country that were on their side and
might help in the fuiure. ‘
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